
Water Temperature & 
Aquatic Chemicals 

The Nature of Aquatic Chemicals
Aquatic algicides are designed to harmlessly breakdown after being introduced into the environment.
Rapid breakdown of several minutes to several hours aids in preventing accumulation in sediments and wildlife.
Algicides do not force their way into algae cells, but must be brought in by the cells to be effective.
Product that is not absorbed by algae cells will quickly bind to sediments in the water and become inactive.

Cold Water Algae Growth
Algae needs sunlight, water and nutrients to grow.  Even in freezing waters algae will grow, just slower.
During Winter algae grows at a reduced rate on the bottom - even under or in ice!
When the ice melts the algae quickly rises to the surface to take advantage of warmer water and stronger sunlight.
Until the water reaches 55˚F the slow rate of cellular metabolism and the quick pace of chemical breakdown 
prevent any effective treatment.  Water temperatures generally reach the critical mark around April 1st.

Patience...
Reading the labels on the back of algicides and many herbicides strictly states to apply in water above 55˚F.
Following rules, regulations and lessons from experience has proven the labels to be correct.
It is frustrating for us to see the algae because we want to get rid of it and for our clients to see the bright green 
islands floating in the water.  Rest assured, we monitor temperatures constantly so that we can put an application 
down ASAP.  Fortunately cold water species are quick to die and disappear once a treatment can be applied.
Your patience and understanding are greatly appreciated.
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Data sheet:

Water temperatures above 80°f
-increased risk to fish due to 
 lower oxygen levels

Water Temperature in ºF
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